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story is one among three others, but I know I 
speak for all of my colleagues, especially 
those of us who have ever worn a uniform in 
defense of this great country, when I say that 
Glen Doherty is a patriotic warrior whose serv-
ice and sacrifice will never be forgotten. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THOMAS HELMUT 
GRIFFIN 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Thomas Helmut Griffin, who has shown 
exemplary commitment to both his country 
and his community. 

Tom was adopted by an American Army 
Sergeant and brought to America in 1952. He 
worked nights at the US Post Office Rincon 
Annex during his senior year of high school in 
order to help support his family. After his high 
school graduation, Tom was appointed to the 
United States Military Academy at West Point. 
He graduated from West Point in 1963 and 
became an Infantry Officer. 

Tom’s Army career shows assignments as a 
Platoon Leader, Company Commander, and 
Operations Officer at the Battalion, Brigade 
and Joint Staff levels. He has also served as 
Executive Officer of a Company, Battalion, 
and Infantry Brigade, as Interim/Acting Bat-
talion and Brigade Commander, and as Senior 
Advisor at Infantry, Battalion, and Regiment 
levels to Vietnamese Combat units. 

Tom served three tours of duty in Vietnam 
as Infantry Airborne Ranger involved in direct 
combat. He was wounded by enemy fire dur-
ing his first tour, yet continued fighting in 
hand-to-hand combat with enemy soldiers. 
During his second tour in Vietnam, he was a 
senior advisor to a Vietnamese Infantry Bat-
talion. On his final tour of duty, he was an ad-
visor to the 23rd Vietnamese Infantry Division 
Intelligence Staff in Kontem. He finished his 
service in the war as a Senior Advisor to a Vi-
etnamese Infantry Regiment. Tom was the last 
American actually in contact and combat with 
the enemy in 1973. 

For his exceptional service, Tom has been 
awarded the Silver Star for gallantry in action, 
two Bronze Stars-one for heroism in ground 
combat—a Purple Heart, two Air Medals, four 
Army Commendation Medals, two Meritorious 
Service Medals, a Joint Services Commenda-
tion Medal, a Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, numerous campaign medals, foreign 
awards, and the Combat Infantryman Badge. 

Tom finished his 20 years of service in the 
Army as a Lieutenant Colonel of Infantry. His 
last two assignments were as a member of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Pentagon, and 
at Fort Ord as a Brigade Executive Officer in 
the 7th Infantry Division. 

But Tom’s dedication to serving the people 
of his county and his community extends be-
yond his military career. Tom has earned his 
Master’s Degree, a Specialists Degree, and a 
Doctorate. Licensed as a professional coun-
selor, Tom uses his skills to help veterans and 
underserved or low-income families in Mon-
terey County. 

Tom spent seven years researching and 
studying Army families, with specific focus on 
the impact that military life has on children. He 

served the county’s housing authority, with re-
sponsibility for the psycho-social services of 
3,000 underserved, low-income families, many 
of them veteran families in need of assistance. 
He also built and started the HUD-mandated 
Family Self Sufficiency Program, which was 
selected by the National Housing Authority As-
sociation as one of the top three programs in 
the United States. 

Tom has also served as a social worker for 
Child Protective Services in Monterey and 
Santa Clara Counties. He acted as a liaison 
between the counties and the service families 
for the Army, National Guard, and all active 
components. 

In 1998, Tom became a member of Mon-
terey County’s Vietnam Veterans and the 
founding President of the Veteran’s Transition 
Center. This program now owns 40 homes on 
the former Fort Ord and is housing 55 home-
less veterans and families in a two-year pro-
gram that leads from being homeless and job-
less to self-sufficiency. 

In June 2012, Tom put together a Stand 
Down for homeless veterans, where 297 
homeless veterans including 10 homeless 
families were served. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to rise today to 
honor this man, Thomas Helmut Griffin, for his 
outstanding dedication, commitment, and serv-
ice. 
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HONORING NICK KAVADAS AND 
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE AMER-
ICAN HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and admiration that I stand be-
fore you today to honor Nick Kavadas, who 
has been recognized by the American Hellenic 
Educational Progressive Association, AHEPA, 
as Chapter, District, and National Ahepan of 
the Year. AHEPA honored Nick at a 
celebratory reception that took place on Satur-
day, November 10, 2012, at Dynasty Ban-
quets in Hammond, Indiana. Also honored at 
the event were Pete Kavadas, for his heroic 
efforts at a recent AHEPA conference, and Jo-
seph Skora, who received the Prometheus 
Award in recognition of his many years of 
service to AHEPA. 

The Order of AHEPA was founded on July 
26, 1922, in Atlanta, Georgia, joining the 
NAACP and B’nai B’rith in the effort to end 
racism, bigotry, and discrimination against all 
immigrants. AHEPA was founded on the prin-
ciples of ancient Greece, to promote civic re-
sponsibility, education, philanthropy, family, 
and individual excellence through volunteerism 
and community service. 

On November 10, AHEPA honored Nick 
Kavadas, AHEPA Supreme Governor of Re-
gion 6 representing districts 12, 13, and 14 of 
the Supreme Lodge, who has been an out-
standing leader, and who has worked tire-
lessly to develop AHEPA in presence and 
membership throughout the state of Indiana. 
Under Supreme Governor Kavada’s direction, 
AHEPA membership has grown to its highest 
level this year with over 450 members in the 
state of Indiana. Brother Nick has spear-

headed many of AHEPA’s charitable endeav-
ors supporting worthy causes including the 
Saint Baldrick’s Foundation, which does ex-
ceptional work for children’s cancer research, 
the National Hellenic Foundation, the National 
Hellenic Museum, Greek relief efforts, and the 
District #12 Scholarship Foundation, among 
many other charitable endeavors. Over the 
years, Nick has held numerous positions in-
cluding serving on the Gary/Merrillville Chapter 
#78 Board of Governors, as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor and Governor of Hoosier District #12, 
and as Chairman of the Standing Governor’s 
Committee. Nick Kavadas has been able to 
touch the lives of countless individuals through 
his work with AHEPA, and for his passionate, 
selfless life of public service, he is worthy of 
the highest praise. I am pleased that AHEPA 
has recognized these admirable contributions 
with such a prestigious award. 

Nick’s brother, Pete Kavadas, was also hon-
ored at this event for his heroic efforts in a 
critical situation. While attending an AHEPA 
conference in Las Vegas, Nevada, Pete came 
across a young man who was contemplating 
suicide by jumping off of the Hoover Dam By-
pass Bridge. Pete, along with the help of his 
brother, persuaded the young man to cease 
his efforts and obtain the help he needed. For 
his courageous efforts, Pete is an inspiration, 
and we are grateful for his incredible bravery 
in this dire situation. 

Joseph Skora was honored at the event 
with the Prometheus Award in recognition of 
his many years of service to the organization. 
Joseph has been one of the most involved 
members in the Gary/Merrillville Chapter #78 
as well as Hoosier District #12. Brother Joe 
has worked extensively with AHEPA housing 
and serves as a board member for AHEPA 
Chapter #78’s Housing Board. Brother Joe 
also served as the Assistant Project Manager 
for part of the construction of the six apart-
ment phases in Merrillville, Indiana, which pro-
vide housing for senior citizens. He has also 
been the manager of repairs and improvement 
projects for the AHEPA apartments. For his 
many years of service and noteworthy dedica-
tion to AHEPA, Joseph is to be commended. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
congratulating AHEPA, Brother Nick Kavadas 
as he is recognized as Ahepan of the Year, 
Brother Pete Kavadas for his heroic efforts, 
and Brother Joseph Skora as he is honored 
with the Prometheus Award. For their remark-
able leadership, commitment, and enthusiasm 
shown through their service to so many in 
need throughout Northwest Indiana and 
across the nation, they are worthy of the hon-
ors bestowed upon them, and I am proud to 
represent them in Congress. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TAHARKA ROBINSON 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute and to honor Taharka Robinson for 
his devotion to public service in his commu-
nity. 

Taharka Robinson was born and raised in 
the Bedford Stuyvesant Community of Kings 
County. He attended Community Head Start, 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:52 Nov 28, 2012 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A27NO8.007 E27NOPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1809 November 27, 2012 
Martin De Porres School, Uhuru Sassa Shule, 
the Dwayne Braithwaite School, J.H.S 35 and 
Boys and Girls High School. Growing up, he 
was fortunate enough to have been exposed 
to community affairs at an early age. Rev. 
Taharka attended P.T.A. meetings, school 
board meetings, community board meetings, 
rallies, voter registration drives, political cam-
paign meetings and even protests. Exposed to 
all of these events, Rev. Taharka understood 
that there was something significant about 
serving the community. 

In 2002 after working on numerous political 
campaigns, Rev. Taharka started Urban Con-
sulting Group Inc., a political consulting firm 
that targeted urban communities throughout 
the state of N.Y. Through his commitment and 
dedication Taharka successfully orchestrated 
the election of five African American Judges to 
the Kings County Civil Court over the course 
of three consecutive election cycles. 

In 2006 Rev. Taharka Robinson took a 
leave of absence from political consulting to 
pursue ministerial studies. After completing his 
studies and acquiring the required certification, 
Rev. Taharka Robinson started Victory Con-
sulting Group Inc. a full service consulting firm 
that handles every phase of a campaign, from 
strategy, management, community outreach, 
polling, to media and field coordination. Since 
2003, Rev. Taharka Robinson has worked to 
help promote equity in the Kings County Court 
System. Through his work, serving as a Judge 
in Kings County is a more attainable goal for 
people of color. 

Taharka has demonstrated his commitment 
to public service through interaction with com-
munity faith based and political organizations. 
Rev. Taharka convenes an annual Clergy 
Luncheon that is focused on highlighting the 
needs of the most fragile people in our com-
munities. Rev. Taharka is the founder of The 
Brooklyn Anti Violence Coalition an organiza-
tion that deals with the issue of crime and vio-
lence in the community. Rev. Taharka Robin-
son’s life vision is to promote leadership within 
the community, create mentoring opportunities 
for young men and women and continue the 
legacy of his mother. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize Mr. 
Taharka Robinson for his commitment to serv-
ing others and continued dedication to the 
community. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
absent on November 16, 2012, and missed 
rollcall vote 608. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 608. 

CELEBRATING DICK BOYSEN’S 
35TH ANNIVERSARY AS EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR OF SPOKANE 
GUILDS’ SCHOOL AND NEURO-
MUSCULAR CENTER 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Dick Boysen’s 35th 
anniversary serving as the Executive Director 
of the Spokane Guilds’ School & Neuro-
muscular Center. 

On November 21, 1977, Dick Boysen set 
out to make a difference in the lives of chil-
dren with disabilities in Eastern Washington. 
Believing in the worth of every individual, Dick 
looked forward to helping Spokane’s most vul-
nerable population. Thirty five years later, his 
focus remains the same—nurture the full po-
tential of families and their children, from birth 
to three, with disabilities. 

Dick arrived at the Spokane Guilds’ School 
& Neuromuscular Center with a passion for 
making a difference in the lives of children 
with developmental and physical disabilities 
and a vision to make the Spokane Guilds’ 
School & Neuromuscular Center program the 
best in the country. To that end, over the last 
35 years, Dick has tirelessly worked to ensure 
this dream became a reality. Under Boysen’s 
leadership, the Spokane Guilds’ School & 
Neuromuscular Center has become not only 
one of the most comprehensive and respected 
programs in Washington State but has gained 
national acclaim. 

Founded in 1960, the Spokane Guilds’ 
School & Neuromuscular Center has grown 
from a part-time, volunteer staffed respite cen-
ter for children with developmental disabilities, 
to a full-time, quality center with a professional 
staff of certified teachers and therapists serv-
ing children who experience developmental 
delays. Today, the Spokane Guilds’ School & 
Neuromuscular Center serves 200 children in 
Spokane County who experience develop-
mental delays or disabilities. 

Not only am I encouraged by Dick’s tireless 
effort to advocate and improve the quality of 
life for children with disabilities in Spokane, 
but in the past 2 years, he has received the 
Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital’s ‘‘Advocate 
of the Year’’ award and was given a Founder’s 
Award by the Early Childhood Development 
Association of Washington because of his 
great work with the organization and around 
the State. 

So today, I want to congratulate Dick 
Boysen on his 35th Anniversary as Executive 
Director of Spokane Guilds’ School and Neu-
romuscular Center. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present for votes in the House of Representa-
tives on November 15, 2012. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in the following 
manner: 

Rollcall No. 606 for H. Res. 808, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall No. 607 for Senate Amendment to 
H.R. 2453, had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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102.7 FM ‘‘THE GOAT’S’’ 18TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a beloved radio station, 102.7 FM 
KYGT, which turns eighteen on February 4, 
2013. The station, which is fondly known as 
‘‘The Goat,’’ started with an antique phono-
graph and a dream. Over the years, this hum-
ble station has transformed itself into the voice 
of Clear Creek and a local institution. 

This community owned radio station’s mis-
sion is clear: ‘‘Broadcast entertainment, news 
and information, both over the airwaves and 
via the Internet, to the residents of Clear 
Creek County, Colorado, and the world 
through an eclectic mix of programming.’’ The 
Goat encourages creative expression and be-
lieves in the importance of community. 

The Goat is a commercial-free station that is 
funded by local business sponsors, fund-
raisers, and an intergovernmental agreement 
with all the towns in Clear Creek County. In 
addition to playing diverse music, the station 
encourages civic engagement and community 
building. There are live broadcasts of local 
high school athletic events, public service an-
nouncements about community events, and a 
dedicated line for the Sheriff’s Department to 
take over the broadcast in case of an emer-
gency. The Goat informs and educates its au-
dience, as exemplified by founder and General 
Manager Greg Markle and Mark Cucinella’s 
show, ‘‘All Things Reconsidered.’’ 

The Goat’s dedicated staff is also a long- 
tenured staff. Gary and Doc have been rock-
ing Clear County for almost 18 years with their 
show ‘‘So Much Music, So Little Time.’’ Many 
mountain residents have woken up to snowy 
mountain mornings with ‘‘Mornings with Mo-
zart’’ (even though sometimes the show is 
played in the afternoon), put on their square 
dancing shoes during ‘‘Texas Tunes,’’ been 
constantly surprised by ‘‘The Mystery Hour,’’ 
and head-banged through Mikey and Jen 
Jen’s metal show. 

This radio station epitomizes not only what 
a community radio station could be, but also 
what a community radio station should be. 
With a laid-back vibe, an inclusive attitude, 
and a fun-loving spirit, 102.7 FM consistently 
has entertained, informed, and supported the 
Clear Creek community. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me today in paying trib-
ute to 102.7 FM The Goat as it soon cele-
brates its 18th birthday. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SANDY DEWALT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 27, 2012 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute and honor Deacon Sandy Dewalt 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:52 Nov 28, 2012 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K27NO8.017 E27NOPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
6T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-06T11:33:41-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




